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Where have you lived most of your life? 
In Gove. I was three years principal of the elementary 
school in Saint Francis, but I had to have a degree 
to stay, and I didn't have one. 
You now live in Gove? 
Yes. 
What other jobs have you had besides teaching? 
None. 
You have taught all of your life? 
Oh, during the summertime I had to go out and work 
on the farm to keep from starving to death. 
Where did you go to college for the first time? 
Hays. 
And what year was that? 
Forty-seven or eight; I can't tell you for sure which. 
And then when did you finish your degree? 
Fifty-seven. 
Don told me that you never went to college during the 
school months. 
Crippen: No, never. 




Cooper: When you finished your degree, what was your major? 
Crippen: Education. 
Cooper: It wasn't required, then, that you have a degree to 
teach? 
Crippen: Not when I started. All you had to do was just go to 
an institute and get a certificate (see appendix A). 
Cooper: And how long did that take? 







Where was the institute? 
In Gove. 
You just went to Gove? 
Yes. 
Once you got your degree, you didn't have to go to 
the institute any more? 
Crippen: Well, they closed that. After I got my degree, everything 
had changed, practically, in the educational field. You 
had to have a degree and all that stuff. You didn't have 
to go any more than you have to today. You had to go 
get so many hours every five years. 
Cooper: What was the name of your first school? 
Crippen: The first school was Antelope Ridge. The next was 
Orion. The next was East Lone Star, then Spring Creek, 
and then Missouri Flats, but that was strictly a salary 





How did these schools get their names? 
The first one got its name by the people who lived there. 
They could see the antelope running along the ridge, so 
they named it Antelope Ridge. 
Do you know about any of the other country schools you 
taught in; how were they named? 
Crippen: The school in Orion was named for the town which was 
a couple of houses and a store, and the other one, the 
one down south and east of Gove, was named for the 
church. There was one church there and it was called 
East Lone Star, and so that's what they named the school. 
The last one was on Spring Creek, so we called it Spring 
Creek. 
Cooper: What was the usual age a child began school? 
Crippen: Five. 
Cooper: Did this age vary? 
Crippen: Oh, yes, it varied some. Some would start at six and 
some at seven, but five was usually the starting age. 
Cooper: Did many children usually move in and out during the 
school year? 
Crippen: No, not many. 
Cooper: What was the greatest distance traveled by any student? 
Crippen: My estimate would be between three and four miles. Now, 
once I had a family that went five miles, but that was 
unusual. 
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Cooper: What was the usual mode of transportation? 
Crippen: The largest part of them walked or rode horses. 
Cooper: What were the boundaries of the school district? 
Crippen: So many sections. There is a map of that in this 
Cooper: 
paper (see appendix B). These were most likely taken 
from a quarter of land with the deed, and the deed 
reverted back to the owner when the school was closed. 
Was it the responsibility of the county superintendent to 
see that all of the children within a certain area went to 
that school? 
Crippen: No , they had to live within that district, and then they 
went to that school. Now, they could go to other schools. 
I had one boy that came from West Lone Star to East Lone 
Star to go to school to me because I had athletics and they 







How many students went to your school when you first 
started? 
Well, at first there were just four, but from then on there 
were anywhere from fifteen to about twenty-five. 
What grade levels did you teach? 
First through eighth. 
When they finished school, what kind of occupations did 
these kids usually take up? 
Well, in the locality where I taught, most of them were 
farmers. Some went on to high school and on to college, 
Cooper: 
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but a large part of them were farmers. 
Would you say that a very small portion of them went 
on to college? 
Crippen: I would reckon that that would be correct. 
Cooper: Did the students in your school come from a particular 
cultural background? 
Crippen: No, I can't say that they did. Most of the students that 
' went to school to me were financially not very well-to-do. 
Cooper: What was the cost of education to the student's family? 
Crippen: I wouldn't be able to say. I don't know. 
Cooper: Were they required to pay any type of textbook rental 
or anything? 
Crippen: No, they furnished their own texts. 
Cooper: What was the average number of years a student spent in 
school? 
Crippen: Most of the time, as far as I know, eight years would be 
it. Some, oh maybe half of them, would then go on to 
high school. 
Cooper: How many years were they required to go to school? 
Crippen: In the beginning, I can't remember that they had to or 
were required to go at all. Now, they could have; I don't 
know. I never had that come up, so I really couldn't say. 
Cooper: Can you remember any outstanding students from any of 
your schools? 
Crippen: Many. The last one I told you about, this two-room school, 
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she was outstanding in all of her subject work. In 
English, she took first in Kansas on the Emporia State 
Test. 
Cooper: Did she go on to college? 
Crippen: No. 
Cooper: What was her name? 
Crippen: Candy Cartvale. 
Cooper: And this was at which school? 
Crippen: Missouri Flats. 
Cooper: Where was this school located? 
Crippen: This school was located south and east of the town of Gove. 
Cooper: What was the dress and overall appearance of the students 
when they came to school? 
Crippen: They were clean. They just dressed ordinarily, but they 
were clean. 
Cooper: What would you say was the atmosphere in your schoolroom; 
was it strict? 
Crippen: My school has always been strict. 
Cooper: Did the students seem to get along? 
Crippen: They did. Oh, they had their disagreements, of course, 
they were human, but I would say that the atmosphere 
was good. 
Cooper: Did you ever have any major behavioral problems? 
Crippen: No, not that I can remember. I had one or two that may 
have had a boxing match or something like that without 
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boxing gloves, but nothing serious. 
Cooper: If there was a discipline problem, how was it handled? 
Crippen: The teacher had to handle it unless he called in the 
school board. I never had to call in the school board, 








Were the parents ever involved? 
Not in my school. I don't know, there could have been. 
I think most of the time the parents understood the 
situation. 
Did your school have any type of parent's meetings, or 
did the parents ever get together to talk with you? 
No, in my first school there was just one family of parents. 
Were there many female teachers in the country schools? 
A lot of them; more of them than there were men. 
Did they handle anything differently from the men, or 
were their duties the same? 
Crippen: Well, as far as the curriculum, I suppose it would be the 
same, but they had more difficulty with behavioral problems . 
Cooper: Did they usually have to call in the school board? 
Crippen: I just couldn't answer that. I do know of one lady who 
never had to; she took care of business! 
Cooper: What were some of the rules that might have been different 
from some of the rules we have today? 
Crippen: You know, I can't think of anything that would be different 
except the fact that at that time the teacher was s till boss. 
11 
Cooper: What subjects were studied? 
Crippen: Reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, English, history, 
U.S. History, Kansas History. For a long while we had 
literature too, which was a course they had to take. 
There could be others; I can't remember. 
Cooper: What was the length of the school day? 
Crippen: It was from nine to four, and they ate lunch at the school; 








What was the length of the school term? 
Eight months. 
And you started in? 
Usq.ally Labor Day in September, and we went eight months. 
What teaching methods were used; what was standard then? 
Ones that the teacher devised her or himself. We were not 
taught this in the institute. The subject matter was taught, 
and that was it. 
Were any aids made available to you; anything that you 
could use in your school? 
Crippen: None. 
Cooper: All of these were up to the teacher? 
Crippen: Right. 
Cooper: Were there any special classes or programs? 
Crippen: No, not at all. 
Cooper: Describe for me a typical day's curriculum. What would 
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you do when you first started the day? 
Crippen: Well, we had a recitation bench, and I had set up a 
schedule, of course, and we went by that. Maybe we 
would have class for five or ten minutes, and then we 
would assign a lesson. There was one thing that helped 
us a lot; we had some exceedingly good students, and 
they helped the poorer students, but we, at the end of 
the day, had covered all our subject material and, of 
course, we had our tests . I don't know of anything else 
that's particular. At recesses we had a good time; at 
noons we played. 
Cooper: Did you have tests every day? 
Crippen: No. 
Cooper: Whenever you finished a lesson? 
Crippen: Yes. At that time, if you made out a test you wrote it; 





Did you use the recitation bench every day? 
Every day. 
For what subjects? 
All subjects except, well, math I had at the board most 
of the time because they could do their math at the board. 
Cooper: Would you do every subject every day? 
Crippen: Every day. Well, now, I'll take that back. Once in a 
while we would have, let's say, English today and 













had math every day. 
Did you think math was the most important subject? 
I thought it was one that was the least worked on, and 
they needed more help. 
What competency tests were given for promotion? 
Now for graduation, that's what we called it when we 
went out of the eighth grade into high school, you 
had to take a state test put on at local schools by teachers. 
They would say teachers from this district will go to 
another district and supervise the test. Then, these 
tests were sent to the county superintendent's office 
where they were graded. Grade cards were sent out to 
them with their grades on them. Anyone had to have 
an average of eighty to pass. 
Where did your students take these tests? 
At that first term, they didn't take a test. My second 
term they came to Gove, and the third and fourth terms 
they took them in their own schools with the outside 
teachers in. The last one, they came to Gove. 
Did your school have a library? 
No. 
All of the books were ... ? 
Now, some of the latter years did have some books in 
their library. Of course, the first one didn't have. 
You mentioned earlier that the students furnished their 
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own texts. How did you decide on a textbook? 




Where did the students get the textbooks? 
At the county superintendent's office in Gove. He 
sold them. 
What were some of the special observances of your school? 
Did you have a Christmas program or anything of this 
nature? 
Crippen: Not at that time. Later they did have, but we had one 
in my last two years. We had a Christmas program and 
we had track meets and we couldn't play, well, we played 
baseball between our schools, but we couldn't play 
basketball or anything like that. But, we had some 
programs. We would partition off one end of the school 
for a stage with bed sheets or anything we could get a 
hold of. We had to improvise. 
Cooper: Were there any traditions particular to your school that 
maybe didn't occur in other schools? 
Crippen: I can't really think of any special things. 
Cooper: Did your school have a graduation ceremony? 
Crippen: No, that was carried on by the county. The county had 
one for the whole county, except for the town schools. 
The town schools had their own, but the rural schools, 
they all came to Gove County. 
Cooper: Did you have any activities that took place between schools? 
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Crippen: Yes, my third school had a school maybe s ix miles south 
of us. We had track meets and lots of them. 
Cooper: Did you usually have them in the spring? 
Crippen: Yes, in the spring. 
Cooper: What were your duties before the children got to school 
each morning? 
Crippen: Well, you were your own janitor. You were sure the water 
tank or whatever we had to put water in was filled. We 
built the fire, carried in the coal, carried out the ashes, 
and by the time the children were there, you were to have 
the building warm. 
Cooper: How far did you have to go for water? 





wasn't usable when I was there. I wouldn't have drunk 
the stuff, so we carried it from where I boarded, and all 
my students came from that same home, so we brought our 
water. After that, the last school, country school, had a 
wonderful spring right close to the building, so we would 
just go down and fill our pails and bring them up and dump 
them in the drinking fountain. 
How were the teaching habits different from when you 
started until you finished? What things changed? 
You mean in my country schools? 
Yes. 









to institute every summer for one month and they gave 
us a few different ideas, but mostly it was just subject 
material that we were taking. 
How were the t eachers expected to conduct themselves 
in the community? 
Well, I never took that into consideration; I just acted 
normally. 
Were you in charge of any activities outside of school? 
No. 
Was there a problem of teacher turnover? 
Well, like this boy says in that paper I gave you, the 
school was so far away from town that nobody wanted to 
s tay there. That was one of them, and then most of them 
went to the rural schools to get their start, and then they 
would go into different educational fields. 
Did more than one teacher work in any of the rural schools, 
or were they all one teacher schools? 
Crippen: One teacher. 
Cooper: Where did the teacher usually live? 
Crippen: They usually boarded in the community during the term , but 
as far as where their homes were, that I wouldn't be able 
Cooper: 
to answer. 
Usually there was someone in the community who had 
facilities available for boarders? 
Crippen: Oh, yes. 
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Cooper: Was there a principal for your country school? 
Crippen: Oh, no. The county superintendent was over all schools 
in the county. 
Cooper: Did the county superintendent also have jurisdiction over 
the town schools, or just the country schools? 
Crippen : Both. They had to send reports to him every month, 
and at the end of the term, they made a term report. 
Cooper: Did the town schools have principals? 
Crippen: Yes, but usually the principal was a teacher. I was 





Did you teach during that time? 
I taught seventh and eighth grade and coached. 
Was there an evaluation system used for the teachers? 
No more than the passage of grades to get a certificate, 
and that was it. 
Cooper: How was the school board selected? 




and they were voted on. 
How many were on the board? 
Three. One was the director, one the treasurer, and one 
was the clerk. 
How long did they stay on the board; how long was their 
term? 
Crippen: Three years. That way one would go off each year, or 
would be re-elected each year. 
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Cooper: Did the school board hold regular meetings? 
Crippen: No, now, not in our country schools. I would have to 
Cooper: 
go from one house to another to get my check. I suppose 
they had a meeting at one time or another to have written 
it out, but I was never at one. 
What were some of the school board's duties other than 
paying the teacher? 
Crippen: To keep the building in repair, see that there were brooms 
and coal and so on. That's all I know of except drawing 













it out as needed. 
Was this the county treasurer's office? 
That is where they would go to get the money, yes. 
Who hired the teachers? 
The district board hired the teachers. 
So, would you apply directly to those individuals? 
Yes. 
Did anyone else have input, like the county superintendent? 
For hiring the teachers? 
Yes. 
No, it was just the board. 
Do you remember what your salary was when you started 
teaching? 
Seventy-five dollars a month for eight months. You didn't 
get paid in the summertime. 
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Cooper: Do you remember what your salary was when you retired 
from teaching? 
Crippen: Seventy-two hundred, or something like that, for the year. 
Cooper: And that was what year? 
Crippen: That was 1970-71. 
Cooper: When you were in the country school, how was your 
salary determined? 
Crippen: It was written on your contract. They would say they 
would pay so much, and if you decided you would take 










Did it vary from school to school? 
Yes. 
Did the district board come up with the figure? 
Right. 
Did you have a say in salary decisions? 
The only say you would have is , "I will take it." 
You mentioned earlier about getting your paychecks. 
How did you go about getting them? 
Well, usually you visited all three board members eight 
times throughout the winter, the school year, so they 
could sign the checks. 
Do you know why this particular school was built; your 
first school? 
Crippen: As near as I can tell you, that paper will tell you about 
it. He did a lot of research on that; he could answer 
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that a lot better than I can. I was just a seventeen-
year-old kid that went out to teach school. 
Cooper: Where did the money come from to build the school? 
Crippen: Truces. I have forgotten how much they said it cost, 
but it was less than eight hundred dollars. 
Cooper: Were those taxes just from that district? 
Crippen: They were just from that district, yes. 
Cooper: Was the land purchased by or given to the school district 
for that school? 
Crippen: It was given by the land owner for as long as the school 
lasted, then it reverted back to the owner of that quarter 
of land. This individual who had donated the land got it 
back and he moved into it and lived there until his death. 
Cooper: Do you remember when the school itself was built? 
Crippen: They voted to organize in 1905, and the building was built 
in 1908. 
Cooper: Who did the actual construction? 
Crippen: Simon Wright, a Kennedy, I believe, and there were two 
others. They sawed the rock, quarried the rock, and 
carried it up there and built the building. And, the unique 
part of the building was they planed off the inside of the 
rock, plastered it smoothly, and used blackboard paint, 
and that was the blackboard. 
Cooper: What materials were used to build the house? 








That was a stone building, but, of course, the roof was 
wood and it had to be hauled twenty or thirty miles from 
the railroad. 
What kind of floor did the building have? 
It had a regular flooring, six-inch flooring is what they 
called it. I don't suppose you have ever seen it, but 
it was just a pine floor. 
You said the rock was locally cut? 
Crippen: Yes, it wasn't very far. It was in a rocky community. 
Cooper: What type of heating and lighting did you have? 
Crippen: Well, the lights came from outside. That building had 
four windows on the north and one on the south, and the 
door was on the north. The heating was a great big old 
stove that had a great big round bowl; you could get a 
lot of coal in there and it did a good job. It kept us nice 
and warm. Of course, the building was rock and was easy 
to heat. We had it comfortable as far as that part goes. 
Cooper: Did you have an outhouse? 
Crippen: Yes, we had two of them; one for the boys and one for the 
girls. 
Cooper: How far away from the school were they? 
Crippen: Probably thirty yards, maybe more. I didn't need a 
girl's one at my first school because I just had four boys. 
Cooper: Do you remember when your first school closed? 
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Crippen: Well, it was two weeks before we were supposed to close, 
and we usually closed the latter part of April. It would 
have probably been the middle of April. 
Cooper: What was the reason for this school closing? 
Crippen: They moved away. They moved from down in that 
neighborhood up to Quinter, and they entered a Quinter 
school. They had, of course, nine months up there, so 









Did that school ever reopen? 
Yes, it reopened, and this paper will tell you when it 
closed for good ( see appendix C) . 
Was the school used for community activities as well? 
Right. That was the community center. 
The first school you started in, is the building still standing? 
No, not too long ago it burned. Nobody knows why, but 
it burned. 
How about some of the other schools you taught in? 
The one that I taught in my second year, I believe, is 
still there, Orion. The third one, they moved it somewhere, 
I don't know where, and the last school was bought by one of 
the patrons, and he moved it to his home. 
Cooper: During the summer months, did you just close the school 
up, or did you have to move or store any supplies? 
Crippen: No, just closed the school. 





finished, what were some of the biggest changes? 
In that one building? Oh, you mean in all of them. 
Right. 
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Oh, when I ended my school teaching at Gove and went 
to be county superintendent, we had just built a new 
building five years before and it had a modern library 
and everything was modern. It was a very, very nice 
school. When they did away with county superintendents, 
I was the last one, I started teaching at Grinnell. They 
had a very nice plant up there, and when I went back 
down to Missouri Flats, the building was modern in every 
way. They had used that plan where the government 
furnished so much every year whether you needed it 
or not, and there was stuff that had never been used. 
I never used it either, because I never had a use for it. 
Well, thank you for your time, Mr. Crippen. This has 
been a very interesting conversation. 
Crippen: You're very welcome. 
